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CLEVELAND MUSEUM PUBLISHES MASTERWORKS OF ASIAN ART 

(Cleveland, OH) From the most serenely elegant flower painting to monumental stone and 
bronze statues, the Cleveland Museum of Art's newest publication, Masterworks of Asian Art, 
illustrates in full color more than one hundred of the greatest artistic achievements of the Asian 
continent. The book was created to enhance the general reader's appreciation of Asian 
art — especially the most renowned objects in CMA's collection of more than 4,300 Asian 
works. It includes examples from China, Japan, Korea, India, Central Asia, Thailand, 
Cambodia, Vietnam, Nepal, Kashmir, and Tibet. 

Elaborating on why such a book has been eagerly anticipated at CMA for some time, 
museum director Robert P. Bergman writes in his foreword: “The art of these societies, 
encapsulating centuries of ritual, belief, legend, cultural archetype, and self-definition, is a key 
for Westerners to developing understanding of the Asian world. Moreover, the aesthetic and 
spiritual rewards of viewing, contemplating, and studying the often staggeringly subtle 
expressions of Asian art cannot be overestimated.” 

Following Dr. Bergman's foreword is a history of the department of Asian art, spanning 
the institution’s 80-some year history, written by long-time curator Michael R. Cunningham, 
followed by sections devoted to China and Central Asia, India and Southeast Asia, and Japan 
and Korea. 

Featured on the bright orange cover is one of CMA's great medieval Indian bronzes, 
depicting the Hindu deity Shiva as the King of Dance. CMA acquired it in 1930 through 
money given by Western Union heir J.H. Wade II. A Stone- Age jade pendant from 3000-2000 
BC China leads off the entries. It was given to CMA in the 1950s by Severance A. Millikin, 
one of Cleveland's most ambitious collectors of Asian art and a generous benefactor to the 
museum. Among the more recent works included is a sensitive portrait of a shy giant by 
samurai-bom Japanese painter, Watanabe Kazan (dated 1827). The museum purchased this 
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hanging scroll in 1980 through the bequest of Leonard C. Hanna, Jr. Eight of the other works included in 
the book are currently on loan in the major exhibition of Asian paintings from CMA's collection on view this 
year at the Nara National Museum and at the Suntory Museum of Art in Tokyo. A select bibliography 
completes the volume. 

In addition to Dr. Cunningham's contributions, the contributing authors of Masterworks of Asian Art 
are Stanislaw J. Czuma and former CMA curators Anne E. Wardwell, and J. Keith Wilson. The book was 
published by the museum in association with Thames and Hudson. The publication was supported, in part, 
by a grant from the National Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency. It is available at the Museum Store 
in softbound for $50 and clothbound for $75. 
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